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| EDETORIAL 


Everything must have a beginning and a place 
from whence it springs, and it go happened that the 
genesis of the AMRA was Victoria, but it cannot be 
stressed too often or too deeply that the Aims and 
Objects of this organization are Nationwide. Any 
uemaber of the Management Committee, serving for the 
pure love of the game, would have been only too happy 
had New South Wales or Queensland, South Australia or 
any other State been the place of origin of thie Idea 
tO weld the modellers of this Gountry into one com- 
posite body. Our membership is now Slimbing to the 
first bundred mark and one of our latest recruits 
haiie fr@ma the Apple Isle = good on you, Tassie’ 


Now the ‘stack is off' in the formation of State 
Branches by the inaugural meeting of the (AGAIN) Vic- 
torian State Branch, We have twice given the lead, 
you Interatate chaps, and now we are waiting develop— 
ments to see which State will be the next to form its 
own State Branch, with its own RBlectead State Chair— 
Man and Seeretary to gontrol, within the general frame 
work of AMRA polisy, its own domestic doings and ac- 
tivities. A further atep toward national atrength 
has been the acceptance by, and appointment of, State | 
Representatives, and it would appear iogicgal to ex-= 
pect these members to be the sources of the initial 
activities in the establishment of these State Branch. 
63, OF as their very nature will make them, Clube. 


If each State Representative will contact the 
members in his own State and get them together — mee:. 
ing in their own homes, perhaps in rotation ~ as a 
Start, the seeds will have been 8@0wn and the All- 
Important START will have been MADE. No matter how 
few the memberg in your State, will you, dear Rep, ze* 
4n touch with them and have this vital step taken? 
From then on your Branch will grow, Slowly perhaps but 
steadily, depending after all on the initial vigor 
applied to the happy task by its Chairman and Secretary 


i ; i pa 


VISITS TO VICTORIAN RAILWAYS 


Through the goodwill of MR.T, Collier, Asst. 
Chief Traffic Manager, Victorian Railways, two 
organized visits have been paid to the Nth, Melb-= 
ourne area raiiway establishments, The firdét with 
23 members attending on the 26th October last and ” 


were due to the enthusiasm of Jack Chaplin who is 
@ Shunter at the Yards, Jack was actually ‘knock- 
ang off work to lay brioks!’, but he probably en- 
J0yed both days as much as the most ardent fan, 


Parst section inspected comprieed the Carsheds 
where we saw through the modern cars of the Qves~ 
land, just an from Adelaide, with their Roomettes 
and Twinettes aa highlights, Even the poor oid all- 
night Sitters-uppers do it reolining on aircraft- 
type seats which look moat inviting, The uphoi-= 
stering and general fiattiang-out is all that the 
most fastidious would wish. When that day dawns ~ 
when I can afford a trip to Adelaide, I shail try- 
out thie train instead of flying as I had intended! 


We then had the car generating and lighting 
gystema of the older type stoek explained to uae by 
a meshanio who went to some trouble to show us 
various teats on their ewitchboards, built reliably 
years ago by the English firm of Stones who, I was 
reading not so Jong ago, glaim to have inetalled 
She firet electric lighting system on a train in 
England, if not the world. 


As we left the Car Depots it was but a few 
minutes to the arrival time of the ‘Spirit’ ‘known 
amongst Railwaymen, Jack told us, as ‘The Blue’), 
80 we waited by the side of the tracks where she 
would pass, and sure enough she was on time, and 
every chap gave her one negative at least. 
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the most recent with 22 on 25th January. Both tripa 
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We crossed the tracks and waited until the ears 
returned, this time in reverse and in charge of ong 
of the new 'F’ class diesel-eleotric shunting locos, 


by English Electric, Although a mere 450HP with only 
two traction motors, one geared to each of the outer 


of the three axles, she handled the long, heavy steel 
train comfortably, doing.the job previously allotted 
to the ‘D’ class tanks of the old steam suburban days. 
After this gleaming proeession had passed from our 

sight around the Nth. Melbourne reversing loop, Jack - 
piloted us over to hig particular domain on the Gooda 
Reception and Gravitation roads on which freight from 


| all over the State is received, and the rakes of ve- 


hicles ‘broken up’ on the various roads for remar- 
shalling. | 


Next move was to Dudley St. Signs] Box which 


handies the goods traffic to the roads we had just 


Anspected. Whilst here we had the ‘drop’ on the 
double-headed diesel freight from Serviceton which 


- passed right beneath us to the Recaption Road. and 
once again cameras were on the job to soma order, 
_ Signalbox working, the busier the better, is most 


interesting to wateh, and we were most reluctant to 
leave, but we did so to surmount the Coaling Stage 
and then the Loco. Sidings lying further on. Here it 
was possible to spend any amount of time, as prac- 


. 


tically all types of locos were present, on the first. 


Visit even the elusive H220), and ‘R's! were laid on. 


fr 
othe 


Then to the Sanctum Sanctorum, the running s 


of the Clyde-G.M, diesels, the ‘B’ claes mainliners 
Here we went through them, under them, round them and, 
SQ get roof shots (off the sanding-plant atructure), 


over them: The mechanics on duty were most helpful, 
and went to no end of trouble explaining, to tha ac 


oe 
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ecompanying roar of the 2~stroke motor, the operation 
of the relays to each movement of the handle through 
the eight notehes of the control pedestai. I+ 


| * WOULG 
be safe to say that the unexpressed wish of the xr 
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6 there wou Bomewhat along the lines of the 4 
Commisaioners writing a new Regulation into their 
.eral Appendix to the effect that a body of ac-= 
Gredited railway enthusiasts could make written ap- 
plication for a specified number to make pre- 
artanged trips - say on the freight runs - behind 
the crew af one of these splendid machines! I[t 
would be weil worth the price of a ticket to stand 
ail tha way’! But back to reality and the Diesel 
running Shed, another spot from which it was indaed | 


| LP 


a.fFfioult to prise one's self away. 


¥rom here to our last point of inhacaad for the 
day, the Leco Sheds, where on each occasion we were 
in time to seo a loco leave a atall, move onto the 
surntable with a great, hearty clank of wheele, and 
a.ew.y move through the building, its sateam form- 
‘hg Gramatio patterns againat the light sdb aera 2 
down through the open centre roof section, 


The feet now dragged rather heavily back * % F 
Lacomen @ Rut where we had left our dunnage, but no. sr 
one wer uig@ have missed a aingle item of the itinerary. 
All eee joined in informally thanking Jack for a 
moe interesting day, and asking him to pass on. 
Me Gollier personally, our appreciation, even | : 
Shough our Secretary was to do so officially, Yes, 
ote ier, we have had two very exoellant Gaye | 
6 %o your kindness and understanding. And now, 
iQliier has suggested to Jack that the membere 
wish to see over the Newport Workshop yards! 
aabera can hardly wait for the tentative date of 
eoth Maroh, This visit, if possible would be 
even more interest than the previous two as the | 
-of=sgervics locos not broken up are held in 
ras. And with all the other points of 
over this amazing layout members should 
reali ‘field day’, especially as there ie no - 
restriction on the use of Cameras, | a 
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| Friday, 2/th February, 1954, was aa historic 
Hight for the AMRA as it marked the commencement of a 


| new activity of the Association, that of the in- 
nuguration of the firat State Branch, or member's Club 


sa! 


a To spen the meeting AMRA's President Mayer Levy 
and Secretary Tim Dunlep occupied the chairs, whilst 
the President declared the meeting open and read the 
@oncise Regulations governing the formation of State 
Branohes. Nominations were then Galied for the pos- 
ition of State Chairman, and one and all were hearty 
in their acclamation of Rick Richardson to whom the 
honour, and respongaibility, sivalen It was most grat- 
afying to the members of the Management Committee to 
see Rick's popularity. thus ace sad, af Lor ne other 
reason than the amount of apade work he put in with 


our indefatigable Secretary, Tim Dunlop, to get this 
Organization establiaghed. ever’ "face was wreathed 
in smilea as he sheok Rick's hand and welcomed him to 
the Chair, Rick then thanked the members for their 
expression of confidence in him and proceeded with the 
Business of State Secretary /Treasurer. | , 
Thes oecame a Glose run between Ray Pearsor 


etrll with the bloom of his Adelaide trip upon him 
rer Charlie Craig. Ray decided the issue by fin- 
ally declining, upon the grounds of being a pro- 
fessional model man ‘even though perfectly eligible 
for the position? and Charies was elected, another 


most popular choice. 

Rick then noted that the formation of this 
Branch, or Club, as such, was the idea of Ray 
Pearson, and Ray’s pleasure at the fulfilment of 
his dream was apparent. 


AQ apology was received from Jack Richardson 


ee Cae eee eee ee ee Oe ee ee i at —— eee a a ae a A a ee 


of Electric Traction Publications, but Jack more than 
made up for his unavoidable absence by offering to 


publicise the Branch in his periodicala, Many 
thanks, Jack, Other apologies received were from 


Nev. Levin and Jack Fox, whilst Gaoff Lormer found 
it impossible to attend, likewise Allan Houston and 
Herbert Tisher., 


The meeting then settled down to a digoussion 4 
of topics, some of which were: 


® A Picture Night to raige the necessary 
-gmall funde for postage, etationery, etcetera. 


© Ray Pearson offered to donate a prize for. 
aome competition to be decided upon, 


® fave Gross suggested » Drawbar-puiling 
contest, a variation on which someons suggeat=— 
ed ‘HO’ versus ‘0’. -~-! 


@ Another idea for a Club night had one think= 
ing in terms of baseball face guards, cricket 
-pade and American gridiron shoulder pads as the 
topic mooted for an evening was "The Battie of 
the Gauges’. 


& A @euggeation by Ron Mennie wags acted upon 
for the next meeting on @2/th Maroh, namely, | 
that a few members tell the mesting, demon- 
etrating if poasable, just how they go about 
the job when building their etock, the idea 
being that each chap is bound to have some 
wrinkle of which the othera had not thought. 


é Yet another suge eation wag to have ail the 
Logal professional wodel men to a sort of round 
table conference ‘or inguigitoriai' at which 

they would dieplay eome new item of real interest 
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and be prepared to answer all manner of pertinent | 

guestions flung at them, | 

® "Then", cried a voice, "what about an Arm- 

chair Specialiat's Night with all the blokes 

who have big ideas on what to do but so far have 

done very little about them?" They would ba 

given every opportunity to propound their theor- 

ies - yes, it would be the ‘Night of the Gunna 

Bloke" - gunna do this, gunna do that------—'' 
~I'd qualify for Chairman of this one’ ~Fd. 


® Rick had a good proposal--that the AMRA 
Branch ask the VMRS and NMRA chaps over to a 
Get Together Night; this could hava vary happy 
outcomes for all hodies. 


OS It was aleo proposed and seconded onto the 
Minutes of the Meeting that it become a Rule 
similar to that operating at VMRS meetings - 
that models on diaplay be NOT handled unloes 
with the owner's consent. 


@ It was decided Branch meetinga be held’on 
the 4th Friday of the month, the next meeting 
being the </th oh, 1953. 


Amongst the soale modeia on the Chairman's table 


a one of probably the only 0-4-0 Mallet in existence 


- Dave Gross’ Dad's carpenters mallet embellished 


with etaek, cab, superheater, pilot ete., and four 
wheeled truck beneath.. 
moved on its track and remained upright’ 

tual funotion was as the Chairman's gavel. 


When pushed, it actually 
Its aO= = 


This closed the formal part of the meating which 


 gight through had had a moat happy atmosphere augur- 
dng well for the future, 
for aupper prepared by the kindness of Mrs Frnie Dean 


The members then adjourned 


hed et Ged 
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a gesture appreciated by ali, and it was noted that 

Brian MeClure did an excellent job with the tea towel, 
+ During and after supper everyone nattered over the | 

splendid modele brought along by the real enthueiaste. 


‘ As a record of this Firat Night of the new. 
} State Branch here is the list of those who attended: 
Mayer Levy Tam Dunalep 
Rick Richardson Charlie Craig 
Ernie Dean Dave Gross 
Russ Siddalt Jagk Chaplan 
Ray Porry Ray Pearson 
Dave Bennett Howard Groome 
Braan MeClure Beb Smith 
Rep Mennie Bill Derbyshire (Visitor) 
Fred Youie Ball Rattray Ee aa 
Phil Avard G. Batelord 
Jack May | ; 


== 


The firet State Branch has now been formed, and 
aii that remains is for all other States to do like= | 
wise thus affording the opportunity for members all | 
over the Commonwealth to actively come together with _ 
all the benefits that such intermings Sling and ex— 
Change of ideas will bring, 


Marshal up = chaps!’ 


HANDY HINT - MODEL LETTERING by Ern Vainka. 


To mumber model railway sidings, switches, 
Geotions, ets,, { cut mumbers from a wall calendar, ~ 
Calendara come in a variety of figures, atyles,colorgs 
and sl2eas, One calendar would provide more than 
Sufficient numbers for the average model railway, 
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TOSS ASIDE YOUR TINSNIPS — Part Four. 
By ¢ Richardson 


It! 8 more than twelve months since the previous 
article in this series was written, ao instead of 
- gontinus ing with a disoussion on glues and @lu@ng as 
- seationed in the closing par agraph of that last 
article, we'll get the roof on that mush discuseed 
Be GkCar and touch on several other aspects of cen~ 
struction, Cleaning up these odds and endea wili 
elear the decks for a disoourse on 'satickum and how 
. $e etick it’ in the next iseue. | 


i Thera are two basic methods of forming a box 
— -xoo8 the ahaice of which to uee depending on the ni 
Or eghape in cross--seotion of the roof, and to some 
extent On your own ineolinations, Both methods en- 
tail about the same amount of work. and for f/ nished 
appearance are on a par, but the ‘solid block’ roof 
we discuss firet has a slight disadvantage in placing 
@ fairly large masse of wood high up on the car, and 
. eould tend to make a lightly conetructed vehicle 4 
3 little top heavy. A balsa block would do the job, 
but soft balsa is the very devil to plane, partic-- 
ularly for the novice. Hard balaa eliminates that 
| problem tO a great extant, but the harder the balsa 
the. heavier it becomes. and i% isn’t the easiest 
— ptuff to paint, remembering that thie is the roof, 
fight in full wiew all the time. Anyway, a aolid 
dump of balsa for an ‘O° gauge car root would be fair- 
tly expensive these days. 


Let's ageume your — is gable- rooted and naa 
been built from the materials suggested carl: Len: 5a 
wii eh case it won't be top heavy with a roof of solid 
| pane. Plane a piece of Cleam grained soft pine to 
£23 flush with the Sides and ends of the car corr 
oo mark he shape, {in cross eection) of the roof on 
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the ends of the block and plane the bloak down to 
the correct thiokness, Draw a centre-line length- _ 
wise along the upper side of the block and plane the © 
roof to the shape previously marked on the ends, Ali | 
three lines should be still juat visible when you a 
have finished, particularly the gable line. it 4 
they are not you've been a bit enthusiastic with the - 
plane, palo! You had better get huey with the tri- | 
sguare to see "what's missing where!" ? 


No doubt vou will complain that the foregoing 
ig all very well, but how is the Block to be held 
while planing it down to ‘nothing’ along the two 
long sides? Very often a gable roofed vehicle has 
a kind of shoulder where the roof joins the side — 
walle, this shoulder gwing just enough wood to be 
gripped in a vise while the roof is shaped. If the 
roof does meet the sides in a sharp ‘oorner’ screw 
a Similar sized piece of wood to the underside of 
the roof block, shape the roof down to the required 
knife edges, then remove the temporary block, This 
bleck haa the additional advantage of providing sup- — 
port for the thin edges of the roof during planing ; 
as well as being a means of nolding the work in the 
vise. | 


Perhaps the most obvious method of holding the 
roof block is to glue it in place on the car body, 
then put the body itself in the vise, and proceed, 
This is particularly suited to ‘wagon-top' or 
‘turtle back’ roof types where the roof and walls : 
flow together in an almost unbroken quarter circle, 
but do not forget that handrails, ladiers, Drake- 
wheel columns and suchlike that may require fixing | 
from the inside of a closed car must be fitted in 
place before permanently attaching the roof, Small — 
blocks of serap wood Gan easily be arranged between 
these details to protect them from damage when the . 
body ia gripped in the vise, | 
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Before fixing any type of roof it is good prac-= 
tice to glue an i" x $" balsa deading around the in= _ 
Side top of the walls, This will give an extra 
width of glueing surface on the top edges of the 
walls for the roof pieces, and while you are at it — 
run some of the same stuff down each of the four in- 
Side corners for extra strength. 


Make a habit of drilling a series of 1/16" dia. 
airvents somewhere in an all-enclosed vehicle. Under 
the roofwalk is a good spot on American prototypes, 
and @lose to the sides underneath the floor is 0 K. 
af the model dogsn‘t carry roofwalks. There are 2 
feasons for maxing these airholes, First, if cell- 
ulose cement is locked inside an airtight body of 
Rardwood it may remain sem4i=plastaée for dave instead 
of setting hard in about an hour. Result! You juat 
get the roof nicely shaped and are vigorously sanding 
Gown those last little bumps when, bingo’! the still 
soft glue ‘let's go' and the roof pulls away from the 

body. Happy Daye’! | 


Furthermore, most Australian model railways are 
built in some kind of unlined shed or garage, where- 
in the occupants {and the railway} fry in summer and 
freeze in winter. Consider what ie likely to happen 
tO a hermeticaily sealed boxcar or carriage or line- 
Bide building standing in a general atmosphere 
around the 100° mazk. Comes a sudden cool change 
and the mercury tumbles 39° im as Many minutes Wood 
and cardboard are good heat insulators so0 the air 
trapped inside the model remains near the upper 90° 
Mark possibly for 2 or 4% heurs while the general 
temperature may bea down in the 60's, Too much of 
that kind of thing can eventually twist or split the 
most carefully constructed model into a candidate 
for the scrap-pile., SO give the model a chance hy 
dridling some breather holes in the body 
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‘Perhaps vou don't feel too sure of the myster<— 
[ous mechanics of the plane, in which case form the 
roof with bulkheads and a covering of thin wood 
“irsat cut a master pattern in cardboard of the cross 
section of the roof. {you get this cross-section 
from the end view on your plan). Snip the pattern 
ntil it's a nice aay across. the roof, but allow for 
the thickness of the xoof ‘skin' particularly at. the 
point where the actual roof covering maets the side 
walis Leave enough material on the pattern to let 
the bulkhead project about 1/4" gown between the 
side walls, notching each end of the bulkhead where 
it rests on the walls. Now use ehee Gardboard tem-- 
plate to make enough copies in 1/4" balea to put a 
bulkhead about every 2° in an ig” gauge body. Alwaye 
make repetition parte {such as pulkbeads’ by pinning 
the 4 or 5 blanks of balsa together end cutting and 
shaping them all at the one time. This eneures 
*hey are all alike, whereas if they are cut individ- 
wally they are cartain to vary just enough to make 
the roof out of true somewhere along its length. 


Glue the bulkheads in place and then run 2 
*/16" x 3/5" length of balea slong the ridge line 
‘a Gurved roof doesn’t require this centre etring- 


er} Notch each bulkhead to allow this stringer %o 
eat down fiush oF Gut the stringer into sectiona 
and glue At between gach bulkhead. To complete the 


root cut and glue in place the two sides, hutting 

them tightly together at the apex where the two mat- 

‘ing edges may require a iittle paring to accomplish 
a close fit, 


If the roof is a gurved one, Cut a piece of 
wood. somewhat overeize to allow for the saventual 
curve, then hold one aide of the sheet of wood over 
the eteam from a hotling kettle, The wood will 
promptly curl into a gentle arc, probablv without 
any assistance from you at all, 1/16" spruce sheet 
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ig ideal for this type of roof, with lm m. thick ply- 
wood as second ehoice. If you use millimetre ply it 
wiki need a bit of working to shape with the fingers, 
and it ia aleo necessary to eteam both sidee of the 
sheet, turning it from face to face every few seconds, 
Only an approximately correct curve is required, and 
when ite near enough glue all the bulkheads and tops 
of the walle and clap the roof in place holding it to 
a close fit all around with temporary pins or rubber 
bands ‘or both) until the glue sete. Then pare anc 
sandpaper away any excese overhang at the edgés. 


It s quite easy to force a dry shest of thin wood 
or plywood to follow the fairly gentle curve of most 
freight car roofe, but a ‘dry’ bend will always eprong 
away again if for any reason the glue gives way, as +2 
possible under the extreme weather conditions men- 
tioned previously, or if the model ia accidentally 
dropped. However, a roof embodying a eateam bent 
ourve will always remain Glose fitting even if the 
adhesive ‘let's go' in places, merely because the wood 
4g not under any stresa, as a ‘dry’ bent curve isc. 


Spruce is a timber which takes a steam bend with 
remarkable ease It is poesible to coax an actual 
leose knot in a long thin strip of selected spruce, 
providing this bit of admittedly useless tomfoolery 
ia completely carried out in the steam from a hard 
roiling kettle, and I mean the steam 1/2" from the 
spout, not the Clouds of water vapour the invisible 
eteam soon becomes in the atmosphere. 


Aa previously mentioned, ‘millimetre’ plywood » 
can aleo be ateam bent to fit a curved xoof, mainiy 
bedause this thin, tough material is usually resin- 
bonded and therefore waterproof, If you try this — 
idea out on ordinary 3/16" thick hoop pine ply you'll 
finish up with 3 sheets of wood 1/16" thick, for the 
giue holding the laminations together will promptly — 
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unset’ in the hot. steam. 


A word of warning before you nick off to try 3 
vour @kill as a steam bender of wood, Steam for the 
vigible water vapour) from a boiling kettle looks 
oretty innocuous stuff, but can give the unwary 
zouk an unexpectedly nasty ecaid aa any housewife 
wiil agree. Canvas gardening gloves are good pro- 
tection from momentary exposure to steam, but make 
certain the undereides of your wrists are protested, 
Por they seem to ecaid partiaulariy easiiy. If you 
do get a ecald of any consequence, amear the area ~ 
thiekly = and quickly = with a thick paste of bi- 
carbonate of soda and cold water to ease the pain 
and exclude the aiz, then go to your doctor or. 


chemiet, immediately. Do not put of1 of any kind 
on the scald, and don't bandage taghtly The cia 


aiake a few voungeters read these Soueactan and a 
bad eteam ecald igs a most painful and slow-hnealing 
affliction. 
' All that remaine to be done to somplete the 
vodywork of our boxcar body isa to madsl the metal 
strapping and angies ueually vigioble at various 
atrees pointe on a fuli-eized wood=-sheathed car, 
fo over the metal eeams 2n many types eof all-metal 
hiclesa This h#eawoxrk ie eacicy simulated with 
i“ in stripe of light card or thickish paper, rivet 
‘mpressed if necessary, and glued in places, Form 
smali groups and rowe of rivets by the method 
iescribed in an earlier chapter, but where a whols 
ine of rivete appears in a long strip or angle of 
ugtal, make them with the aid of a typewriter 


Put the eheet of light card oer paper in the 
typewriter, and ueing the fullatop ‘dot’ type the 
row of rivets into the paper, then out off the 


civetted etrip with a razor blade along a steel 
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etraight edge. If a rivetted angle must be simulated 
dike those often seen down an exterior corner, type 2 
ply 


parallel. rows of rivets then crease the paper shar 
.ong the edge of a ateel rule laid between the 
ines of rivets. Only then out the piece away f: 
the main body of the sheet of card, or paper. Don't 
atteupt to form the angle round the actual vehicle 
corner without this preliminary orease, because even 
f you manage to neatly bend the paper round the 
orner and keep iat stuck down, which is unlikely, bhid 
411.produce a rounded rather than a sharp ‘square — 
ornered® angle. . And in any event the rivet impres- 
one in the strip are sure to be partly obliterated 
4n the tussle to form a right angle in the papex 


, 
~~ % 


4 
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Use cellulose cement, {aircraft cement), for 
sticking most of the paper detailing in place, al- 

though Pliobend ia a good standby for the difficult 
spots where the etiffness of the strip tends to mak 
it pull away before the cement has set. ‘Pliobend! 
$a ‘sticky’ sticker and will just about hang onto 
anything once it starts to set. (About 3 minutes}, 


_ While we are on the subject of paper, it's worth 
entioning that this everyday commodity will take an 
exceptionally fine paint finish without much, if any, 
prior preparation, A direct application of thia _ 
knowledge for the beginner is in the ‘surfacing! of 
balsa wood, for unless you have had some previous 
oRperience of painting this wood, you are likely to 


wake rather a meas of the job, and I would strongly 
Suggest you avoid the use of balsa at any place in a a gtieaaae 
model where it will subsequently be painted, If for ae 


A, 
ay 


some reason you must use dalea and aren't too fan- 

iliar with paint in relation to models, cover the _ 
alsa by pasting or glueing paper over the area, Use 

G000 Quality paper, not too thick, that found in the 

erage writing tablet’ being O,K, providing. it 

n't the very thin ‘Airmail’ type. 


+ 
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if you use paste or a water-based glue to apply | 


the paper, paint it on both the paper and the wood 
eurface, the former to ewell the paper before it is 
applied so it won't wrinkle on the work, the latter 
#o that the dry wood won't immediateiy suck the 
water content out of the pasted paper. If you wa 
any one of the volatile gums, glues and cemente ou 
the market, it doesn’t make much difference on wRic 


gurface you appay it, providing you are reacouably 
ganerous with the stuff, for these latter adkesives 
have 26 awoll sng effect on the paper. Personally, 
usually ues "Gluetex® liquid glue fer this type of. 
"pbroad"® etieking work, but you will prebabiy Bare 


HTH 


your own favourite brand of 
in your household for years. for. generad Bone use. 


‘ 
Whatever you use as an adhesive, pay part icusar 
attention to the edges at tha paper, wick Rave an 
irritating habit of daying innocentiy fiat wntid 
painting cperations are Gemmenoea, than prempt.y 
carling away from the wood surface aa s0o0n ae the 
Pp ae begine te ary. fhis won't RGPPSD ofcourse, 
4 hoy are properly glued Lown. Tnoi Gantadiy, you 


i be agresably eurpriaed how a veneer of paper 
will toughen and stiffen balga, oF any tein wood fer 
that matter. 


Looking paae over tas rough draft for thie art- 
igle it ecourred to me that the newoomer might be 
tempted to uee Red Pine or Oregon Pine as a bioeck © 
for the previously discussed roof of a boxcar, Bots 
these timberea should be avoided for this or any 
other painted jicbh because of the difficulty of suce= 
esefwally painting them, although at a pingkh they can 
roth be treated with a paper overlay as just 
described. Red Pine Bas definite wsee in mode. 
making but Oregon is better Aseft fer buildang your 
reilway benchwork, and the like. 


One last suggestion for the beginner before we 


gzo9" that Bas beeu used 


: “4 


Fl “a 
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ehut up shop for this time. Forget all about work- 
ing doore, hinged hatches, sliding sashes etco., ete,, 
on your early efforts at model dullding. These. are 
very nice on an exhibition made, but beginners don't 
wsually build exRibition medeis, whioh mwoang that 
every Tom, Dick and Harry gets a go at prodding eaid 
model, 


Yo make a eliding deat s-punner to scale dimensiones 
‘lees than 1/16" in '0' gauge) and atill kave the door 
ran sweetly on the runners is something you gan be | 
proud of. But aseuming you Go manage this, what is : 
going te Rappen? Seoner er later, put nrobably anon~ 
er, little Willie, who is risk Aunt Millie's satanic 
 @ffapring, wili be joyfully wrenching vowr doer te 
and fro when the door jaxes, and =~ "well, what de 
you know? The door came off!" remarks Aunt Millie. 
Far better to fix thee door Tirmly and immovably in 
place and be done with it. 


- Yeab’ I know your Hornby ‘O° gauge hee e@liding 
doors, but they are "eGade" Saneh deop runnere, ald 
the hinges on the swing deore would do justice to a 
gate on a dry dock: ie ara Meccano and Company 

know all about little Waliie, they ought to,they 
make toy trains for him and hie brethren’ is 
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HANDY HINT = Tali DISCS ##$ by Ern Mainka. 
fTasl diace as used on the V_.R, are awkward thing 
to make. i found it hard to cut ap G : 3 

gn dai Lame ter. However, tha nities 2 

When you completes your next loce or van, h 
to the ‘haberdashery dept. and gat sone = Seen 
ots Be 4 ep a Bad £ 
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pa] 
fansl 
Sus? 
ae eo . i. 
tae 
fret 
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a ew 
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© 
a 
ry fee ope 
bowie 
hed 
fescue 


are just about the right sice. o18 § 
metal Giges with a tiny hele in the centre ' 1 onte 
a thread. | : se 


A Yara G7 +2 Seer ay 5 7 - P de 
; & yard wili cost about 2/ and wii} provide a>) 
a as ma: bos ps & we = nA wet 
Gisee to fit out a whole Failroad 


“over, Ralt the loco until the table nas aligned it- 
self with the track of the incoming loco, will then — 


‘Rick’ Richardson is a Foundation Member of the 
Kesociation, wae it's first President, and is now 
firet Chairman of the newly formed State Branch. He | 
‘a a fulltime modeller for the Dept. of Agriowulture = 

elthougm he has never "profesgionally”® modelled 
model railway equipment, in thie sphere he ia atrict- — 
ly on an amateur basie - and visitors will Bave un- 
knowingly admired eome of Ria beautiful entomelog- 
iegad and other modele at Melbourne Reval Showe. 


He has modelled in both 1-1/4" and ert 


gauges - freelance = as he believer in makin 
model a combination of the tynes of features suiak 


he moet admires At the State Branch meet “ng he 
produced an 'O' gamge and a 2'6 narrow gauge ‘to run 
on 16. 5mm track’ coke dump car to his own designs 
which were gers, especially the NG. job with it's ae 
underfloor detail as on the larger car. © Rick be- . 
longe to that minority group of modellers known as 
‘Fine Seale’, and I would recommend beginnere who 


are seeking inepiration to see hia work. 


Rick is in Bie early thirties. 


Thanke ‘ Riok. 


oe meee eer oe cree Se ee ces ee 


Nev. Levin, to whom has fallen the dietinotion 
ed eubmitting the first article complete with _ | 
ketokes, ‘bias own), for 'The Journal’ ie a Senor 4 
Teabnician with the PMG. He ie in kis early 20's. 
He modele in ‘0’ gauge 24v. pc. 1/4" gsoale and ie 
moet intereeted in all types and applications: of 
automatic eleetriso and Temote control. His latest | 
=o ig a turntable to which it ie only necessary 
te direct a loco and the turntable will then take 


: rie oa eh area, Rie ies ey 
lt a ah ae Doh 2 se Ble ‘ 


oy 
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eentrol the loco aboard itself, after which it re= 
wolves and does ac until it has selected the first 
unoccupied stall, at which it stops, then shunting 
the loco into the engine shed. Toe date Nev. has an 
"'N'’, an ‘ae’, an 'R' and 2 ‘R's! building, besides an 
assertment of rolling stock, mostly freight, 


Thanks again, Nev. 
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TRANSMISSION FOR DIESELS by David Gross, 


Auongst the developments in railway transport= 


ation ie an item which may be an improvement on the 


now glamouriged diesel-electric locomotives. It ig 

& Rew system of turbo-transmission for diesel motors. 
For years Engineers have sought a means of resilient 
coupling between the diesel moter and wheele. “S 


_ bow at is believed that a system of hydraulics, turbo=- - 


transmission ig the answer to that problem. The only 
Controls necessary are an accelerator, reverss lever 


& 


; if 
Graves & turbine impeller whioh throwe 041 agaiz 


eped for any axle leading, wheel diameter and rail 


On an overload the system does not fuge as igs 
possible in diesel-electric types and thers is uo ekp- 
eneive electrical equipment to be serviced... Since of) 
ig the transmission mediun, very little wear is euf- 
fered, by the vital parte which tranemit power. 

Capabie of a very higk *Oorgue Gonversion Patio, this 
form of tranemisaion gives a high tractive effort on 
starting and steep gradients, and it ig possible 
that great uee of it will be made in the not too 


Gsstant future. | 
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN AUTOMATIC. ‘O' GAUGE, 
COLOUR=LITE SIGNALS by NK. Levin. 


SCALE: 
The ecale of these signals has been in- 
creased to allow globes to be fitted that are more 
in keeping with the pocket than uaing the grain of 
wheat type of globe. 
Gath Of wheat SYPS Pe 2 LSE PE Ok Uf f68. 
Magnifying head type " a 2 


MATERIALS: 

These @ignale may be mass produced from 
flat tinplate, brass er cepper eheet approx, 26¢a 
Tinplate is the cheapest material as this can be 
sadvaged from Mum's old fruit, soup or jam tins. 

5/269 Gia. Orage tube (when purchasing 
thig take a globe with you and make sure the heed 
of the tone will fit a the bore of the tube. 

2/4" gia. brass tube. 

3/16" dis. braastube for masts, 

1/16" etrap tinplate. : 

ymm. ladder atrin, 

i diamente for marker light 


TOOLS: | 
Tage tools required are these Toung in 


most of our workshops, with the eszception possibiv 


of a emall, flat chisel approx, 2/4" dia which 


may be filed from a piece of ea a ee Steel, 
hardened and tempered. Aleo for catting holes in 


& 
tinplate, ete make a neater es palo Grad 
go one 3/16", and one 7/16" will ‘be required, : 
though thie may be overcome by asi ng a different 
method of conatruction. 


CONSTRUCTION: 


r ee, Pe ae ie, ara Rate eS 
To gave time in marking out when mass 
* — a r ot a <Ty ° - ” "ae aon 
producing joba, make a template of pabtasrn or Une 


bY ba ae 
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Vie ha ae ee ED oe Ca ee ab, ee 
RG eatier TRAN sie} RS PLN oe 
SEY WEAN A 9 _ " ene 


jos, then eimply seribe around it and there it is. 


ARother idea for this work would be to eoft solder 
the pember of bits of tinplate together ‘say ten 
 piecea of plate for 10 signals) mark out the skapc 
on top, drill all Boies then cut and file to shape, 
melt them apart and simply clean off the ‘@XCGBE 
 polder and burrs. 


BACKGROUND = Sketch i; 
: : Whi @Ghever method you use, and you may com- 
bine both, (4.¢. make a template and use this to mark 


owt on the laminated bloek of tinplate), mark out the 
@kape in Sketeoh 1 to the sizes shown, Punch or driil 
the 7/16" dia, hole, Hold job in vise = Sketch 6 - 
and use small chisel to remeve rectangular portion | 
To do this use top of the vise as a guide, and keep- 
ang the waste metal out of the jaws, gradually shear 
along the line until the gestion is removed, rotat- 


ing the job in the vise as the ohisel arrives at 


+ ¢@acsh corner. If you have the plates soldered to- 

- gether drill 7/16" dia. bole, then remove waste with 
 glitting saw, end file true Finally finish out=- 
lane to shape with saw and file. 


HOOD - Sketch 2° 
us Hark OUD BRaps an Sketch 2, cut out and 
Clean up, Now with a piece of 3/8 ‘dia. rod kela 


4p vise, bend bood go that sides remain parallel, and, 
Same length, as in Sketch 7, 


FACE = Sketch 3; 
Wark out shape in Sketoh 3, drill or puneh 
3/16" aia, Roles, out to shape and bend 90° along 


broken line. This can be done by lowering the 


punched section into the vi se, to the line, then tap 


ever with hammer. 


LAMP QCOVER = Sketch 4: 


Thies cover relies on the flanges to hold it 
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| ek on hi 
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aA 


bendover aide lightly, as in Sketeh 11. Now do 


Plastic or satton-covered wire, ‘one wire to each 


from your signad head’, lead wires in throwugk slot 


ee cS 
 F BRE 


in Clase, To make it easy to form the curved 

flange, make a former out of a piece of 1/8" ox 
4/269 miiad steel plate and chamfer the edges, a8 ie 
in Sketch 10, ao that the metal can be turned over 
at sight angles ~ the chamfer allows for apring. oe 
Now mark cout and file tinplate to skape ae in a 
Sketoh 4 Place the former we made on tke fold ~ 
lines on the tinplate, catch thie in the vise and 


the same ail round until tke flange ie at right 
ang.es. | : ae : 


SPROTACLE HOLDERS 
| fo overcome tae difficulty of holding 
apectaclee in poasee I use this method: 
| fake the 5/16" dia brass tube and saw 
off squarsiy, mFFO" long farrules. two for cach 
BEpec’ ile" | . “ 
' Behind each 3/16" hole in the face, solder 


a 3 
=e. 
eS, 

= 


one of these ferreales_ 


ASSEMBLY = sketch So , 
{Re aeeemely “Gr ‘the Signal unit ig ag in 
Sketeh 6, 4.¢.5 
Solder FACE into HOOD = be careful or the 
solider wili melt that holding ¢ the ferrules, — eal es 
| Slide BACKGROUND into position = check a 
£or aQuarse, and soider. : 
Into TOP FERRULE presa * epectacies 
punehed from GREEN eelluloid. : feeb. 
Into LOWER FERRULE prese @¢ oF 7 epectas- 
les punched from RED osllwuloid. 
| Tase 2 magnifying head globes of ¢.2v, 
unsolder leads to serew base, break sorew pase off 
with pair of pliere, tin leade, solder one side of 
the globe lead to the signal kood; push noee of 
globe into ferrule and solder other lead to thin 


* Mae yre's'*, Wall Bs ete Ac. or ee he a Pence 
* ari eh Lor oy sk Fin Sistema lees a Oh: 
ARES ar rebn ety tat Naat vet he eae aes. See 


globe" s free lead, i.e. 2 wires will be coming amay 
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in the bottom of the face. 
Now press tke lamp cover into position, 


~ @ 


The drawings and dimensions for a Three=a 
gignal, and details of the mast and ladde 
superatructure for both signale will cont 
in the next issue of ‘The Journal’, 
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AUSTRALIAN REGISTER OF MODEL RAILWAY Navas 


AMRA, is compiling an Australian Register of 
Model Raalroad WANES. < and Fe hope phases onda , 
recorded the Name of every Model failw: 
the Country. 

Co-operate in bhp Ghaps, cy se 
REGISTRAR: DAVID GRO Z TH Sa 

we 


Rave given your layout, also the NAMES (OF ay of your 
$5620 ” tayoute WAS ~ § | 


Particuiars we AB args 

Name and addreeea of Modeller. 

Name of layout for Registration. 

Approximate Date claimed as to when vour 

Model Railway received it's Name. 

and Please Remember, 

we want Names of layouts b belonging to 

iis nn : 


| ing ckape 
] ER ‘s $ ; 133 Te « ams neg si 
not in AMRA. , 2.8 8 well ag members, Thanze, fellers. 


Well, chaps, there it is, ‘The Journal! is up to 
2h pages and ad oe oo OMe 

definitely Wall be! thu: 
to provide a "Bigs n 
: On Tame all the ee Bae ae - 


